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On 6 February 2009,  ICNND Japan NGO Network submitted “Japanese Citizens Expectations and 
Requests” to the ICNND in the form of an “open letter”. We have received reports since then, from the 
media and other sources, about the deliberations of the ICNND. In light of this information, we would 
like to supplement our “open letter” with the following comments.

I   International framework to outlaw nuclear weapons, including a Nuclear Weapons Convention  

1. For over 50 years, led by the Hibakusha, Japanese civil society has called for the abolition of nuclear 
weapons. We have not limited ourselves to merely demanding that the number of nuclear weapons be 
reduced. We request that the Commission produce a report that offers real hope for the abolition of nu
clear weapons within the lifetimes of the Hibakusha. If, as reported in the media, the Commission’s re
port only talks of a 2025 “Vantage Point”, with no timeframe beyond that, it will sow despair amongs
t the Hibakusha and the wider Japanese community.

2. The report should stress the importance of a Nuclear Weapons Convention (NWC) which comprehen
sively outlaws nuclear weapons. We request that the report recommend the commencement of negotia
tions for an NWC as a short-term goal.

3. In regard to the short-term goal of US-Russia negotiations for a successor to the START treaty, as a 
short-term goal, we request that the Commission recommend that agreement be reached to reduce the 
number of nuclear weapons to the low hundreds as soon as possible.  This will  enable a  nuclear 
disarmament process in which all nuclear weapons states are engaged.

II   Reducing the role of nuclear weapons in security policies  

4. We support the promotion of no first use declarations as a short-term goal. The Commission should 
not  limit  itself  to  recommending  one-way  declarations.  We  request  that  the  Commission  also 
recommend multi-lateral no first use agreements, as important steps towards the prohibition of the use 
of nuclear weapons.

5.  As  a  short-term  goal,  we  request  that  the  Commission  encourage  non-nuclear  weapon  states, 
including allies of the five nuclear weapon states, to adopt defence doctrines that do not rely on 
nuclear weapons.

6. We request that the Commission elevate “dealerting” from a medium-term goal to a short-term goal.

III Building a regional non-nuclear and peace system for Northeast Asia

7. As a short-term goal, we request that the Commission stress the important role played by nuclear 
weapon free zones (NWFZ), including negative security assurances to non-nuclear weapon states, and 
that it encourage the commencement of regional dialogue towards the establishment of NWFZs. The 
establishment of a Northeast Asia NWFZ would provide a sure solution to the nuclear proliferation 
danger posed by North Korea.

We believe that it is extremely important to secure the trend towards nuclear abolition during President 
Obama’s term in office. To this end, it is vital to commence a practical and irreversible process, which i
ncludes the above seven items as short-term goals.


