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<Open Letter>
Japanese Citizens Expectations and Requests of the International 
Commission on Nuclear Non-proliferation and Disarmament (ICNND)
― On the occasion of the 2nd Meeting (Washington D.C.)

The establishment of the International Commission on Nuclear Non-proliferation and 
Disarmament (ICNND) through the initiative of the Japanese and Australian governments is a 
source of great encouragement for NGOs and citizens throughout Japan working for the abolition 
of nuclear weapons.

We strongly feel the necessity of bringing the global momentum towards a “nuclear weapon-
free world” to concrete political will and action. In this sense, we support the leadership shown by 
Japan and Australia, which have specially significant historical experiences and responsibilities 
in regards to the nuclear issue, and we support the Commission’s basic stance of producing a 
“workable, practical, realistic, action-oriented report and lobbying political leaders throughout the 
world to encourage real nuclear disarmament.”  (Translated from Japanese Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs’ summary of the results of ICNND’s first meeting (Sydney, October 20-21). Refer also Joint
Press Conference between Gareth Evans and Yoriko Kawaguchi, 21 October 2008.) 

It is from this position that we send the following letter to share with the Commission our 
expectations and requests.

Firstly, we wholeheartedly welcome the provision of an opportunity for Hibakusha to speak at the 
second meeting, and would like to thank all of you, particularly Ms Kawaguchi and Mr Evans, for 
your efforts in this regard. The experiences and voices of the Hibakusha are the solemn points of 
origin to which all those discussing nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation must return. We 
hope that similar opportunities to touch upon the reality of the nuclear bombings will be included 
at the regional meetings and the 3rd meeting and beyond. Particularly, we hope that the October 
meeting in Japan will be held in either Hiroshima or Nagasaki, or in both of the two cities.

Significant Policy Issues
We hear that the structure of the final report will be on the agenda at the Washington D.C. 
Meeting. While understanding that the awareness of the Commission is extremely diverse, we 
particularly hope to see substantial recommendations from the Commission on the following 
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policy issues.

1. International framework to outlaw nuclear weapons, 
 including a Nuclear Weapons Convention
The aspiration for a “nuclear weapon-free world”, as emphasized in the repeated appeals 
by former US and European dignitaries, resonates with the long-made appeals of NGOs 
internationally, and is the broad desire of the world’s citizens also. Our expectation of the 
Commission is that it will make recommendations that will foster the transformation of this 
international opinion into political will. Based upon the 1996 Advisory Opinion of the International 
Court of Justice that the use and threat of use of nuclear weapons generally violate international 
and humanitarian law, we request the Commission to recommend that international discussions 
to outlaw nuclear weapons be commenced within a set time frame. As well as comprehensive 
normative institutions including the Nuclear Weapons Convention (NWC), it goes without saying 
that the recommendations should also include an early commencement of negotiation of the 
Fissile Materials Cut-off Treaty (FMCT), and early entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear 
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).

2. Reducing the role of nuclear weapons in security policies
To create a “nuclear weapon-free world”, a debate reexamining policies of nuclear deterrence 
cannot be avoided. Furthermore, for the numerous countries which, while not possessing nuclear 
weapons themselves, have security policies dependent upon the “nuclear umbrella” of the 
nuclear powers, a reexamination of current security policy is needed. Japan and Australia are 
such countries. We hope that the ICNND will consider and demonstrate in its recommendations 
concrete policy options which will enable people to feel secure and live in safety and which 
will replace the policies of nuclear deterrence and the nuclear umbrella. This will likely include 
binding arrangements related to nuclear weapon-free zones, no-first-use, and negative security 
assurances.

3. New moves responding to civil use of nuclear energy 
    for nuclear non-proliferation
The possibility of civil use of nuclear energy is being discussed internationally in the context of 
climate change. We request that the Commission consider and reflect in its recommendations 
concrete moves to minimize all forms of proliferation risk inherent in the civil use of sensitive 
technologies and materials which have the potential to be diverted to nuclear weapons. The NPT 
regime is under great challenge from the US-India Nuclear Agreement signed last Autumn and 
the spread of bilateral agreements following this Agreement. The Commission should consider 
how to deal with this issue. Other problems that should be considered include construction and 
operation of facilities while safeguards, safety and security are still uncertain, and regulation of 
the transfer of sensitive materials and technologies. Additionally, we request that corporate ethics 
and behaviour norms be clearly referred to in the recommendations.

4. Building a regional non-nuclear and peace system for Northeast Asia
Amongst great international expectations and attention, the Six-Party Talks on the North Korean 
nuclear issue are continually going back and forth. In order for North Korea to renounce its 
nuclear programme and to denuclearize the Korean Peninsula, the creation of a sustainable 
non-nuclear peace system for the Northeast Asian region is crucial. From this perspective, at 
the planned Asian regional meeting and other opportunities, a number of proposals relating to a 
Northeast Asian Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone should be reviewed, and we hope the Commission 
will recommend that these proposals be deepened and developed as proposals which reinforce 
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global structures such as an NWC.

Expansion of Cooperation with NGOs and citizens
Finally, as members of civil society we commit to making maximum efforts to achieve the success of this 
Track 2 Commission, set up independent of government-level debate. For this purpose, we request that 
the Commission make available sufficient and timely information to NGOs and citizens, and formally 
provide them with opportunities for sharing and expressing opinions at Commission meetings. We ask 
for the understanding and cooperation of the Co-Chairs and Commissioners in this regard.

February 6, 2009

ICNNDJapan NGO Network

Co-Chair Tanaka,Terumi

 Japan Confederation of A- and H- Bombs Sufferers’   
 Organization (Nihon Hidankyo)

Co-Chair Tsuchiyama, Hideo

 Nagasaki Citizens’ Assembly for the Elimination of Nuclear   
 Weapons

Co-Chair Naito, Masayoshi

 Japan Association of Lawyers against Nuclear Arms 

Co-Chair Moritaki, Haruko

 Hiroshima Alliance for Nuclear Weapons Abolition (HANWA)

*This Network was launched in Tokyo on January 25, 2009, with the goal of making 
recommendations to the International Commission on Nuclear Non-proliferation 
and Disarmament (ICNND) to assist its steady path to global nuclear abolition, and 
expanding the participation and cooperation of civil society.
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