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1. Basic Understanding

The ICNND Japan NGO Network has previously submitted two open letters.

At the time of the network's launch in January 2009, the common understanding was that 
we are now at a critical turning point for the future of humanity. Even the leaders of 
nuclear weapon states are now calling for a nuclear weapon free world, as in President 
Obama's Prague speech. However, at the same time, if we do not take advantage of the 
present opportunity,  there is  a great possibility  that humanity  will  head towards self-
destruction through nuclear proliferation and distrust.

Nuclear weapons are an application to weapons of the equation of Einstein's prominent 
special theory of relativity, E=mc2. As stated by Einstein himself, “The unleashed power of 
the atom has changed everything save our modes of thinking.” This is something of which 
all humanity must be strongly aware.

It  is  the  Hibakusha,  the  atomic  bomb  survivors,  who  have  used  their  own  horrific 
experiences to continue to tell of the inhumanity and cruelness of nuclear weapons, and 
the fact that such weapons and humanity cannot coexist. However, due to remarks by 
some Japanese leaders denying Japan's wartime responsibility, the view that expressions 
of  the  Hibakusha's  suffering  is  a  form  of  evading  Japan's  wartime  responsibility  are 
unfortunately  present  within  some  people  in  countries  formerly  at  war  with  Japan, 
including  the  US  and  in  Asia.  In  order  to  resolve  such  misunderstandings,  sincere 
recognition of these issues and action by the Japanese Government in regards to war, the 
experience of the atomic bombs, and the future of humanity is now needed.

As written in  the second open letter,  the fundamental  perspective of  the  anti-nuclear 
movement in Japan, being a country which has experienced atomic bombings, is  that 
nuclear weapons must not be allowed in the hands of anyone. The possession of and 
reliance upon nuclear weapons instead of the authority of the state for security, including 
on the nuclear umbrella, is nothing but an embarrassment to states.

Humanity must end its reliance on nuclear weapons for security, outlaw nuclear weapons, 
and prevent the diversion of nuclear energy for civilian use into nuclear weapons.

2. Based upon the contents of the two previously submitted open letters, we 
make the following requests of the Commission.

(1) The final aim of the Commission should not be a “vantage point,” but the elimination 
of nuclear weapons.

According to information obtained through media reports, the Commission's goal 
will be reaching a “vantage point,” or “minimization point.” However, at the United 
Nations Security Council in September, UNSC Resolution 1887 aiming for a world 
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free of nuclear weapons was passed unanimously. We recognise that the ICNND is 
aiming for not only ideals but for action; however within the current global situation 
the Commission's goal should be set not as a mere “vantage point” but as the clear 
abolition of nuclear weapons. We call for this to be achieved during the lifetime of 
the Hibakusha, in other words, by 2020.

(2) Commencement of negotiations for a Nuclear Weapons Convention

We call for inclusion of recommendations for commencement of negotiations for a 
Nuclear Weapons Convention in the Report.

The 1996 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice judged unanimously 
that for all countries “there exists an obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to 
a conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under 
strict and effective international control.”

Under  the  current  NPT  regime,  a  range  of  imbalances  exist:  between nuclear-
weapon states and non-nuclear-weapon states, amongst states party to the NPT, 
between nuclear-weapon states party to the NPT and nuclear-armed states that are 
not party to the NPT, as well as amongst non-nuclear-weapon states that rely upon 
extended nuclear deterrence and those that do not. To implement the international 
legal obligations set forth by the ICJ Advisory Opinion, space should be created for 
the  commencement  of  multilateral  negotiations  to  1)  clarify  the  path  towards 
abolition of nuclear weapons comprehensively, irreversibly and according to legal 
obligations, and 2) debate legal, technical, political and military issues towards a 
Nuclear Weapons Convention.

(3) From reducing/limiting the role  of nuclear weapons,  to the prohibition of use and 
security that does not rely on nuclear weapons

Both nuclear-weapon states and non-nuclear-weapon states have the responsibility 
to reduce their reliance on nuclear weapons, and to pursue security that does not 
rely on such weapons. In order to do so, the CTBT should be brought into effect, 
the production of fissile materials for nuclear weapons should be prohibited, and 
the number of nuclear warheads should be reduced. Furthermore, as a first stage 
nuclear-weapon states should at least reduce the role of nuclear weapons to the 
deterrence of other nuclear weapons. Nuclear deterrence will not prevent terrorist 
attacks. Furthermore, in the case of states with tense relationships, while nuclear 
weapons may be possessed for the aim of deterrence, the limits of deterrence and 
use may become blurred, leading to the risk of willful or accidental use of nuclear 
weapons.

Media reports indicate that the Japanese Commissioner in the ICNND is strongly 
opposed to the reduction of the role of nuclear weapons. It is a great contradiction 
that Japan can on one hand be calling to the international community for nuclear 
abolition, whilst opposing the reduction of the role of nuclear weapons. It must also 
be said that this stance it is greatly removed from the will of the Japanese people. 
The September change in government has led to great expectations of revision of 
Japanese  nuclear  policy,  for  example  the  hope  that  the  new  Government  will 
support the establishment of a Northeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone, which its 
predecessors rejected as premature.

As a short-term goal, we are strongly calling for the de-alerting of nuclear weapons 
as a departure point; for a limitation of the role of nuclear weapons to deterrence 
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of nuclear weapons; for the creation of Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones as set with 
negative security assurance agreements; and for declaration of the international 
criminalisation of nuclear first-use.

(4) Review of the nuclear fuel cycle and the development of renewable energy

We recognise that as well as the issue of nuclear weapons, humanity is now facing 
challenges including climate change and global warming, and that nuclear energy is 
now being proposed as a potential solution. However, technologies of the nuclear 
fuel cycle can be diverted to nuclear weapon purposes. Thus, as a minimum the 
production of highly enriched uranium and the reprocessing of spent fuel should be 
prohibited,  and  at  the  same  time  recommendations  for  the  development  of 
renewable energy should be made.

(5) The role of civil society

In order to resolve the challenge of nuclear weapons faced by the world today, it is 
necessary to view things from the point of humanity. Thus, the cooperation of civil 
society beyond national borders is necessary. Within the recommendations of the 
Commission we hope to see a proposal for a system for follow-up on the Report's 
recommendations, which would include forging cooperative relations between the 
Commission, States, local authorities and civil society.

Japanese civil society will continue to actively make policy recommendations, offer 
information and wisdom regarding the suffering caused by nuclear weapons, and 
internationally exchange experiences.

3


